
The Sanctity of Priest 

Who is the Priest? 
Saint John Paul II said of Priests 
“And you, dear brothers are "ministers of Christ and ste-
wards of the mysteries of God" (cf. 1 Cor 4, 1); you were 
" taken from among men" and "and made their representati-
ve before God" (cf. Heb 5, 1). Here is all your grandeur and 
dignity.” 
 
Pope Benedict VXI also states that 
“No one can become a priest by himself; God alone can 
attract me, can authorize me, can introduce me into partici-
pation in Christ's mystery; God alone can enter my life and 
take me by the hand.”.   
 
The Sacrament of Holy Orders 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains that 
“In the ecclesial service of the ordained minister, it is Christ 
himself who is present to his Church as Head of his Body, 
Shepherd of his flock, high priest of the redemptive sacrifi-
ce, Teacher of Truth. This is what the Church means by 
saying that the priest, by virtue of the sacrament of Holy 
Orders, acts in persona Christi Capitis « It is the same 
priest, Christ Jesus, whose sacred person his minister truly 
represents. Now the minister, by reason of the sacerdotal 
consecration which he has received, is truly made like to 
the high priest and possesses the authority to act in the 
power and place of the person of Christ himself (virtute ac 
persona ipsius Christi) » (Pío XII, enc. Mediator Dei)  
St. Thomas Aquinas says “Christ is the source of all priest-
hood: the priest of the old law was a figure of Christ, and 
the priest of the new law acts in the person of Christ ” 
 In the Latin Church the sacrament of Holy Orders for the 
presbyterate is normally conferred only on candidates who 
are ready to embrace celibacy freely and who publicly ma-
nifest their intention of staying celibate for the love of God's 
kingdom and the service of men.” 

Saint John Paul II  

O Mother of Faith, 
you accompanied to the Temple the Son of Man, 
the fulfillment of the promises given to the fathers; 
give to the Father for his glory 
the priests of your Son, 
O Ark of the Covenant. 
 
O Mother of the Church, 
in the midst of the disciples in the upper room 
you prayed to the Spirit 
for the new people and their shepherds; 
obtain for the Order of Presbyters 
a full measure of gifts, 
O Queen of the Apostles. 
 
O Mother of Jesus Christ, 
you were with him at the beginning 
of his life and mission, 
you sought the Master among the crowd, 
you stood beside him when he was lifted 
up from the earth 
consumed as the one eternal sacrifice, 
and you had John, your son, near at hand; 
accept from the beginning those 
who have been called, 
protect their growth, 
in their life ministry accompany 
your sons, 
O Mother of Priests. 
Amen. 
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might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you. I speak this 
in the world so that they may share my joy completely. 
I gave them your word, and the world hated them, because 
they do not belong to the world any more than I belong to 
the world. I do not ask that you take them out of the world 
but that you keep them from the evil one. 
They do not belong to the world any more than I belong to 
the world.  Consecrate them in the truth. Your word is truth. 
As you sent me into the world, so I sent them into the 
world.  
And I consecrate myself for them, so that they also may be 
consecrated in truth. 
Hebrews  5,1  
Every high priest is taken from among men and made their 
representative before God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for 
sins. 
1 John  2,6 
whoever claims to abide in him ought to live (just) as he 
lived.  
1 Corinthians 7, 32-34 
I should like you to be free of anxieties. An unmarried man 
is anxious about the things of the Lord, how he may please 
the Lord. But a married man is anxious about the things of 
the world, how he may please his wife, and he is divided. 
An unmarried woman or a virgin is anxious about the things 
of the Lord, so that she may be holy in both body and spirit. 
A married woman, on the other hand, is anxious about the 
things of the world, how she may please her husband. 
Mark 10, 28 
Peter began to say to him, "We have given up everything 
and followed you."  
Romans 8, 5 
For those who live according to the flesh are concerned 
with the things of the flesh, but those who live according to 
the spirit with the things of the spirit.  
Galatians  5,24 
Now those who belong to Christ (Jesus) have crucified their 
flesh with its passions and desires.  
 
Prayers for Priests of St. John Paul II 
O Mary, 
Mother of Jesus Christ and Mother of priests, 
accept this title which we bestow on you 
to celebrate your motherhood 
and to contemplate with you the priesthood 
of, your Son and of your sons, 
O holy Mother of God. 
 
O Mother of Christ, 
to the Messiah - priest you gave a body of flesh 
through the anointing of the Holy Spirit 
for the salvation of the poor and the contrite of heart; 
guard priests in your heart and in the Church, 
O Mother of the Savior. 
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Priestly Celibacy 
 
El Papa Pio XI en su encíclica AD CATHOLICI SACERDOTII  
afirma que “It is impossible to treat of the piety of a Catholic 
priest without being drawn on to speak, too, of another most 
precious treasure of the Catholic priesthood, that is, of chasti-
ty; for from piety springs the meaning and the beauty of chas-
tity. Clerics of the Latin Church in higher Orders are bound by 
a grave obligation of chastity; so grave is the obligation in 
them of its perfect and total observance that a transgression 
involves the added guilt of sacrilege.  
Though this law does not bind, in all its amplitude, clerics of 
the Oriental Churches, yet among them also, ecclesiastical 
celibacy is revered; indeed in some cases, especially in the 
higher Orders of the Hierarchy, it is a necessary and obligato-
ry requisite.  
A certain connection between this virtue and the sacerdotal 
ministry can be seen even by the light of reason alone: since 
"God is a Spirit," it is only fitting that he who dedicates and 
consecrates himself to God's service should in some way 
"divest himself of the body." The ancient Romans perceived 
this fitness; one of their laws which ran Ad divos adeunto cas-
te, "approach the gods chastely," is quoted by one of their 
greatest orators with the following comment: "The law orders 
us to present ourselves to the gods in chastity - of spirit, that 
is, in which are all things, or does this exclude chastity of the 
body, which is to be understood, since the spirit is so far supe-
rior to the body; for it should be remembered that bodily chas-
tity cannot be preserved, unless spiritual chastity be maintai-
ned." In the Old Law, Moses in the name of God commanded 
Aaron and his sons to remain within the Tabernacle, and so to 
keep continent, during the seven days in which they were 
exercising their sacred functions. But the Christian priesthood, 
being much superior to that of the Old Law, demanded a still 
greater purity. The law of ecclesiastical celibacy, whose first 
written traces pre-suppose a still earlier unwritten practice, 
dates back to a canon of the Council of Elvira, at the begin-
ning of the fourth century, when persecution still raged. This 
law only makes obligatory what might in any case almost be 
termed a moral exigency that springs from the Gospel and the 
Apostolic preaching.  
 
For the Divine Master showed such high esteem for chastity, 
and exalted it as something beyond the common power; He 
Himself was the Son of a Virgin Mother, Florem Matris Virgi-
nis, and was brought up in the virgin family of Joseph and 
Mary; He showed special love for pure souls such as the two 
Johns - the Baptist and the Evangelist. The great Apostle 
Paul, faithful interpreter of the New Law and of the mind of 
Christ, preached the inestimable value of virginity, in view of a 
more fervent service of God, and gave the reason when he 
said: "He that is without a wife is solicitous for the things that 
belong to the Lord, how he may please God."  
 
We include some passages of Holy Bible 

Revelation 14,1-5 
“Then I looked and there was the Lamb standing on Mount 
Zion, and with him a hundred and forty-four thousand who 
had his name and his Father's name written on their fore-
heads. 
I heard a sound from heaven like the sound of rushing wa-
ter or a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like 
that of harpists playing their harps. 
They were singing (what seemed to be) a new hymn befo-
re the throne, before the four living creatures and the el-
ders. No one could learn this hymn except the hundred and 
forty-four thousand who had been ransomed from the 
earth. 
These are they who were not defiled with women; they are 
virgins and these are the ones who follow the Lamb where-
ver he goes. They have been ransomed as the firstfruits of 
the human race for God and the Lamb. 
On their lips no deceit 4 has been found; they are unble-
mished.” 
Matthew 10,37-38 
“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not wort-
hy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me;  
and whoever does not take up his cross 15 and follow after 
me is not worthy of me.” 
Matthew 16,24-25 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, "Whoever wishes to come 
after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow 
me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”  
Matthew 19,10-12 
“[His] disciples said to him, "If that is the case of a man 
with his wife, it is better not to marry." He answered, "Not 
all can accept [this] word, but only those to whom that is 
granted. Some are incapable of marriage because they 
were born so; some, because they were made so  
by others; some, because they have renounced marriage 
for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Whoever can ac-
cept this ought to accept it." 
Matthew 19,29 
“And everyone who has given up houses or brothers or 
sisters or father or mother or children or lands for the sake 
of my name will receive a hundred times more, and will 
inherit eternal life. ” 
John 17,9-19 
I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for the ones 
you have given me, because they are yours, and          
everything of mine is yours and everything of yours is mi-
ne, and I have been glorified in them. 
And now I will no longer be in the world, but they are in the 
world, while I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in 
your name that you have given me, so that they may be 
one just as we are. 
When I was with them I protected them in your name that 
you gave me, and I guarded them, and none of them was 
lost except the son of destruction, in order that the 

The Sanctity of Priest 
 
John Paul II stated in the document Gift and Mystery why 
priest must be holy “In constant contact with the holiness of 
God, the priest must himself become holy. His ministry 
commits himself to a way of life inspired by the Gospel radi-
calism. This explains why in a special way should revive 
the spirit of the evangelical counsels of chastity, poverty 
and obedience. In this perspective one understands 
the special convenience of celibacy. This raises the particu-
lar need of prayer in his life: prayer springs from the holi-
ness of God and at the same time is the answer to this 
holiness. I wrote on one occasion:'' Prayer makes the priest 
and the priest is done through prayer.'' Yes, the priest must 
be first and foremost a man of prayer, convinced that the 
time devoted to intimate encounter with God is always the 
best employee, because besides helping him, helping his 
apostolic work.” 
 
The Pope Pius XI in his encyclical AD CATHOLICI Sacer-
dotii says “A priest should have a loftiness of spirit, a purity 
of heart and a sanctity of life befitting the solemnity and 
holiness of the office he holds. For this, as We have said, 
makes the priest a mediator between God and man; a me-
diator in the place, and by the command of Him who is "the 
one mediator of God and men, the man Jesus Christ." The 
priest must, therefore, approach as close as possible to the 
perfection of Him whose vicar he is, and render himself 
ever more and more pleasing to God, by the sanctity of his 
life and of his deeds; because more than the scent of in-
cense, or the beauty of churches and altars, God loves and 
accepts holiness. "They who are the intermediaries bet-
ween God and His people," says St. Thomas, "must bear a 
good conscience before God, and a good name among 
men." On the contrary, whosoever handles and administers 
holy things, while blameworthy in his life, profanes them 
and is guilty of sacrilege: "They who are not holy ought not 
to handle holy things.” 
 
For this reason even in the Old Testament God comman-
ded His priests and levites: "Let them therefore be holy 
because I am also holy: the Lord who sanctify them." In his 
canticle for the dedication of the temple, Solomon the Wise 
made this same request to the Lord in favor of the sons of 
Aaron: "Let Thy priests be clothed with justice: and let Thy 
saints rejoice." So, Venerable Brethren, may we not ask 
with St. Robert Bellarmine: "If so great uprightness, holi-
ness and lively devotion was required of priests who offe-
red sheep and oxen, and praised God for the moral bles-
sings; what, I ask, is required of those priests who sacrifice 
the Divine Lamb and give thanks for eternal blessings?" "A 
great dignity," exclaims St. Lawrence Justinian, "but great 
too is the responsibility; placed high in the eyes of men 
they must also be lifted up to the peak of virtue before the 
eye of Him who seeth all; otherwise their elevation will be 
not to their merit but to their damnation."  


